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Water Rights in KansasWater Rights in Kansas



Kansas Water Appropriation ActKansas Water Appropriation Act
It is illegal for individuals in Kansas to use water without It is illegal for individuals in Kansas to use water without 
holding a vested right or applying for, and receiving, a holding a vested right or applying for, and receiving, a 
permit to appropriate water from the Division of Water permit to appropriate water from the Division of Water 
Resources.   Resources.   

Violations can result in a maximum of six months in jail Violations can result in a maximum of six months in jail 
and a $500 fine.and a $500 fine.

Domestic Use Exempt from PermittingDomestic Use Exempt from Permitting
Watering Lawns Gardens Orchards < 2 acresWatering Lawns Gardens Orchards < 2 acres
Watering Livestock in PastureWatering Livestock in Pasture
Household PurposesHousehold Purposes
Water Right Developed but UnWater Right Developed but Un--quantifiedquantified
Ponds/Lakes holding less than 15 acrePonds/Lakes holding less than 15 acre--feet of waterfeet of water



Kansas Water Appropriation ActKansas Water Appropriation Act

KSA 82aKSA 82a--737 passed in 2001737 passed in 2001

Civil Enforcement Civil Enforcement 

Up to $1000 penalty per day per violationUp to $1000 penalty per day per violation

























GISGIS

Locating Points of DiversionLocating Points of Diversion

Analyzing Applications for New RightsAnalyzing Applications for New Rights

Analyzing Changes to Existing RightsAnalyzing Changes to Existing Rights



NAIP Imagery for Gray County















The Next GenerationThe Next Generation

WIMAS 5WIMAS 5
Joint Project with Kansas Geologic SurveyJoint Project with Kansas Geologic Survey
Cold Fusion and Cold Fusion and ArcIMSArcIMS
Went online in October 2005Went online in October 2005

Share WRIS Information with PublicShare WRIS Information with Public
Frees up Staff TimeFrees up Staff Time
No special Software RequirementsNo special Software Requirements















Questions?


